Water and sewe

" To the editor:

‘Dlstrlct’s “Yalued irrigation

Utility dicta

The Georgetown Water and Se

ers” have just received :anot ;
ter informing them that they will
charged a fee of $4 per. month v
ning July 1. | :
 This fee is being assessed to COV-

~ er the administration and, mspectmn/ :
testing of the current backflow dev1¢-

es installed within the distriet.

If you have not been following this -
issue closely, you can find copies of
.newspaper articles and othey-infor-

mation under the Local News tab at
the Web site www. coastalinspections
com.

This recent letter, dated May 14,

,apparently was mailed either that

morning or early afternoon. The board
of directors did not actually voteto ac-
cept this fee increase proposal until
after 6 p.m. that same evening:

Mot of the letter’s content consists.
-of the district’s commitment to pro-

vide potable drinking water, why you
need an operational backflow valve,
and how much of a benefit their ser-
vice will be to you.

Again, they mention how they want

to relieve you of the burden of finding
a private testing company.to perform
this service and to also include any
repair and replacement of your valve.

I can assure you that the failure

eplaced o :

rust off completely which rendered 1t',":ﬂ
i1l operatlon ‘

un-testable i although

al..

‘The letter states that Georgeto

County Water. and Sewer. plans to
‘honor any ex1st1ng multi-year con-
tracts that customers already have -

with their own certified testers until
their expiration. date. The contract-
ed customers will have until July 1
to provide the district with a copy of
their existing contract.

Here’s the kicker: The very next
sentence, underlined for emphasis,
states: “The district will not honor

- agreements entered 1nto after May
|19, 2008.”

How can they mail you a fee-in-
crease notice on a Thursday and give

you only three business days to sign

up with your own contractor?
Moreover, they have not even con-

_sidered the plight of out-of:state.own-
- ers, who may not receive the notice for
several more days after the deadline. - .
What many homeowners may not.
realize is that they own their back-

flow valve, not the water ecompany,

the‘ ast ﬁve years 1 have only

) hydrant was inspected?

The. respons1b1h“o.
is ‘to-collect the testin, S ani
submit-them’ to the Department of

[Health and Env1ronmen“ta1 Control
- Sach year.

Although you may not feel the new

$4 monthly fee is unreasonable, what

will your options be if they dec1de to

-raise the price in the future? Will you
“be able to hire a private tester; at a

later date, who will do it for less?

By not honoring any agreements
after May 19 they are dictating who
can and will inspect your backflow
valve. The 1ega11ty of ‘this selfssery-
ing mandate is extremely question-
able and may ultlmately be settled in
a court of law.

Maybe Georgetown County Wa-

_ ter and Sewer should really be focus-

ing on the annual inspection, repair
and flow testing of the 2,000-plus fire
hydrants within the district so that
you can be reassured that your home,
wherever it may be within the d1s-
trict, will not be the next one to burn
to the ground.

Do you know the last time your ﬁre
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